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	Template 2B&2C: Checklist for important local information

	Environmental context

	Environmental conditions

	What are the general environmental conditions of the area of interest?
· Land use, land cover and habitat types
· Other natural features (hydrological, geological, etc.)
· Habitats and species with special conservation significance
· Current and historical trends in land use/cover
· Current and historical trends in land, air and water quality 
· Location of environmental hotspots, sensitive or threatened areas.
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Pressures on and threats to ecosystem conservation

	What are the main pressures on and threats to ecosystem conservation?
· What are their causes (e.g. impacts of particular economic activities)?
· To what extents are the causalities (scientifically) verified (e.g. contamination through pesticides)?
	

	Existing conservation activities
	

	What conservation activities are already in place?
· What are the main objectives and measures of already existing conservation plans?
· Are the objectives appropriate and are the measures being implemented? If not, what are the barriers?
	



	Template 2B&2C: Checklist for important local information

	Political, institutional and policy context

	Political institutions

	· What influential political institutions are there and who leads them 
(formally and informally)?
· Who is in charge at local level, in particular of environmental management?
· Which organisational structures govern environmental protection and ecosystem conservation?
	

	Policy instruments

	· Are there important national or international policies that influence local development and conservation objectives?
· What is the local system of land tenure, ownership - both formal and de facto?
(property rights, resource use rights)
· Which policy instruments for ecosystem conservation exist already?
Legal instruments (conservation laws, protected areas, land use restriction, etc.)
Economic instruments (payments, tax reductions, etc.) 
	



	Political, institutional and policy context

	Development and conservation

	· Which local, regional or sectoral development plans and policies are relevant for conservation?
(e.g. policies for regional economic, agricultural or infrastructure development, “perverse” subsidies with negative effects on biodiversity conservation)
· What local political support is there for biodiversity conservation?
· Which international, national and local actors are involved in conservation?
· Are there currently any conflicts over policies or laws?
	

	Windows of Opportunity

	· Are there currently any “windows of opportunity”
to improve environmental policies?
(e.g., formulation of a sustainable development plan,
ongoing policy reform, public debate)
	



	Template 5: Checklist for important local information

	Socio-economic and cultural context

	Socio-economic potential

	· Current level of development and infrastructure and development potential in the area
· Current land use (including potential environmental impacts)
· Sources of income and employment (economic sectors, main activities)
· Important public and private investments
· Distribution of wealth and income across the population
(including the poverty line)
	

	Cultural characteristics

	· Cultural characteristics of the local population (demography, language, class structure, ethnicity, religion, relevant traditions)
· Education (literacy level, school system)
· Status of community involvement - Is it participatory? Are women, minorities, poor people, et al. represented? Are there networks to assist communication and stakeholder coordination?
	

	Perception and knowledge

	· How do people perceive their environment and what is their attitude towards conservation measures? Which conservation measures are contested and by whom?
· Is there important traditional knowledge of natural resource use? Who has the rights of access to traditional knowledge and its application?
	



